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same thing after World War II about 
Japan, another area that had no demo-
cratic tradition, that had fought a bit-
ter war. But we were successful in our 
efforts of reforming that area, chang-
ing the system and moving forward. 

May I quote with just some words 
from Mr. Gross, who once again, whose 
returned and his experience first-hand 
in Iraq, by saying some people would 
say, ‘‘Rather than fight in Iraq, we 
should fight terrorism. Well, terrorism 
has moved to Iraq. It is the center of 
that war on terrorism. Iraq is the piv-
otal point. Terrorists had either tacit 
or direct support from Saddam, and the 
U.S. and coalition forces have created a 
tremendous problem for the terrorists. 
And now the Jordanians and the Syr-
ians and the Saudis will have to 
rethink their relationship with terror-
ists. Iraq is the linchpin.’’ 

We are moving forward in Iraq. It is 
important as a key element in this 
fight against the war on terror. It is 
possible to create a democracy in Iraq, 
which will have immense effects on as-
sisting the United States in our rela-
tionship in the entire Middle East, and 
it is one of those things that we are 
going to have to fight and work 
through looking at history, not nec-
essarily referring only to the mass 
media, which has different kinds of 
agendas of their own. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, if the 
gentleman will yield further, I am 
most impressed by the gentleman from 
Utah’s understanding of the Spanish- 
American War. In fact, I would only 
add that there were also front page sto-
ries about American troops and cap-
tured insurgents in that war as well. 

The gentleman brings up a very good 
point that I would welcome the oppor-
tunity to address, as my district has 
many constituents who are Iraqi and 
Arab American and, more importantly, 
many of my friends are. 

One of the things we have heard re-
peatedly throughout this debate is the 
Iraqi people will not take to democ-
racy, that they have suffered too long 
under a totalitarian yoke. 

Well, what country could you not say 
that about in this world? Half have suf-
fered under totalitarianism with no 
history of democracy, including up 
until the fall of the Soviet Union, Rus-
sian people themselves? How many 
Eastern European countries never 
knew full freedom, only knew serfdom 
and feudalism? 

So I would like to add to my list of 
requests for plans one final one: Those 
people who believe that there are some 
human beings that cannot take to de-
mocracy, I would like your test and 
your complete list of those who you 
deem unfit for freedom. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
both the gentlemen from Utah and 
Michigan, and am always compelled to 
understand that this institution is in-
habited by people with great insights 
and great skills in communicating 
them, and they are demonstrating that 
tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, as we conclude our 
time, I would like to mention that not 
only do we have the 9/11 Commission 
that has contradicted both Richard 
Clarke and former Vice President Al 
Gore, but also the Butler Report and 
the Senate Intelligence report which 
just came out had several conclusions, 
and I will just briefly go through those, 
because we have so many things to 
cover in the last 5 minutes. 

But Conclusion 1, Iraq was procuring 
dual use equipment that had potential 
nuclear applications, this from the U.S. 
Senate Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence reporting on the U.S. 
pre-war intelligence assessment on 
Iraq. 

Also the intelligence reporting did 
support the conclusion that chemical 
and biological weapons were within 
Iraq’s technological capability, that 
Iraq was trying to procure dual-use 
materials. 

Conclusion 91, that the CIA assess-
ment that Iraq had maintained ties 
with Palestinian terrorist groups was 
supported by intelligence. The CIA was 
also reasonable in judging that Iraq ap-
peared to have been reaching out to 
more effective terrorist groups, such as 
Hizbollah and Hamas. 

Conclusion 92, that the indicators of 
a possible Iraq-al Qaeda relationship 
was a reasonable and objective ap-
proach to the question. 

Conclusion 93 was the CIA reasonably 
assessed that there were several likely 
instances of contacts between Iraq and 
al Qaeda throughout the 1990s. 

Conclusion 94 supports it. 
Conclusion 95 supports it. 
But if we go back to the news media, 

again looking at the news media’s flip- 
flop on this issue, back in 1999, many in 
the news media were publicly reporting 
the ties and contacts between Iraq and 
al Qaeda. 

Newsweek Magazine, the January 11, 
1999 issue entitled ‘‘Saddam plus bin 
Laden,’’ which read in part, ‘‘Saddam 
Hussein, who has a long record of sup-
porting terrorism, is trying to rebuild 
his intelligence network overseas, as-
sets that would allow him to establish 
a terrorism network. U.S. sources say 
he is reaching out to Islamic terrorists, 
including some who may be linked to 
Osama bin Laden, the wealthy Saudi 
exile accused of masterminding the 
bombing of two U.S. embassies in Afri-
ca last summer.’’ 

That article from Newsweek, Janu-
ary 11, 1999. 

ABC News, on January 15, 1999, re-
ported that intelligence sources say bin 
Laden’s long relationship with the 
Iraqis began as he helped Saddam’s 
fundamentalist government in their ef-
forts to acquire weapons of mass de-
struction. It continues that ABC News 
has learned in December an Iraqi intel-
ligence chief named Faruq Hijazi, now 
Iraq’s ambassador to Turkey, made a 
secret trip to Afghanistan to meet with 
bin Laden. Three intelligence agencies 
tell ABC News they cannot be certain 
what was discussed, but almost cer-

tainly they say bin Laden had been 
told they will be welcome in Baghdad. 

NPR reporter Mike Shuster reported 
in an interview with Vincent 
Cannistraro, who was the former head 
of the CIA’s counterterrorism center, 
he says that Iraq’s contacts with bin 
Laden go back some years to at least 
1994, according to one U.S. Government 
source. Hijaz met with him when bin 
Laden lived in Sudan. 

Mr. Speaker, when the news agencies 
declare these contacts under one Presi-
dent and disaffirm them under another, 
it makes them appear to have no more 
credibility than the National Enquirer. 

Mr. Speaker, we have got several 
quotes here from Senators, and I recog-
nize that my time has drawn to a close. 

Liberating Iraq was the right thing 
to do. The war on terror, al Qaeda, 
have close relationships with Iraq. 

We will continue the discussion next 
week, Mr. Speaker. 

f 
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3575 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, due to a 
clerical error, the sponsor of H.R. 3575 
inadvertently added my name as co-
sponsor; and I ask unanimous consent 
to have my name removed as a cospon-
sor of H.R. 3575. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DOGGETT (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today after 1:00 p.m. on ac-
count of a death in the family. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today after 4:00 p.m. 
on account of personal reasons. 

Mr. QUINN (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today on account of family 
medical reasons. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCDERMOTT) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
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